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LETTERS TO A YOUNG PASTOR, 
in. 

ON THE STUDY OF THE EPISTLES OF PAUL. 

I rejoice to hear that you are so greatly interested in the 
study of the English Bible. It is difficult, however, to 
answer your question as to the best method or plan for study- 
ing the Epistles of Paul, especially as you want explicit direc- 
tions for one who is not acquainted with the original Greek. 
From what you say, I infer that you wish to apply some of 
my hints in practical Bible instruction in your congregation 
and Sunday School. I will try to answer your question, but 
wish to remind you that no one can present any plan of study 
which is perfectly satisfactory to another, for personality is a 
great factor in study and in teaching. I may suggest a 
method of study for you, but you must work out your own 
method of instruction. Experience, in this case, will be your 
best teacher. Your enthusiasm will beget enthusiasm, your 
method of study will soon react upon your class, and your 
method of instruction to be successful, must awaken interest, 
must set forth clearly and sharply what you wish to impart, 
and impel others to investigate for themselves. It will be 
sufficient if I give some general hints for your own study of 
the Epistles. 

1. As preliminary, study those parts of the Acts of the 
Apostles which refer to the history of Paul, and read in con- 
nection Stalker's Life of Paul. I mention this work because 
it is brief, scholarly, and suggestive. For fuller research 
refer to the investigations of Conybeare and Howson, Farrar, 
or Lewin. 

2. Master carefully the chronology of Paul's life, and the 
geography of his travels. 

3. Study the Epistles of Paul in the chronological order. 
For all practical purposes, sufficiently accurate for a scholar, 
it is best to arrange the Pauline Epistles into four classes, 
written at periods, five years apart. [1) 1 and 2 Thess. (52 
A. D.). 2) Gal., 1 and 2 Cor., Romans (57 A. D.) 3) Ephe- 
sians, Col., Philemon, Phil. (62 A. D.). 4. 1 Tim., Titus, and 
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2 Tim. (67 A. D). Hebrews, which undoubtedly is Pauline, 
possible written by Luke as an amanuensis, may be placed 
towards the end of Paul's life]. 

4. Read carefully the Epistle you intend to study, at one 
sitting, and note all passages bearing upon questions of "Intro- 
duction." 

5. Settle carefully all questions of "Introduction." 1. In- 
ternal evidence that Paul wrote the letter. 2. When written ? 
3. Where? 4. Why? 5. To whom? 6. How do we know 
that in the Revised Version we have the exact meaning of 
what Paul really wrote ? In answering these and allied ques- 
tions do not rely upon manuals of Introduction, but investi- 
gate for yourself, compare scripture with scripture, and by all 
means write out your results. 

6. Read the Epistle once more very carefully, and divide 
into its great divisions, 1) Doctrinal, and 2) Practical. 

7. Read carefully a third time and divide the whole Epistle 
into sections. The sections adopted by the Revisers will 
greatly aid you in this, but at times it is better to subdivide 
the sections there given. 

8. Study carefully each section and write out the thought 
as clearly and concisely as you are able, numbering each sec- 
tion. 

9. Study the Epistle as a whole, section by section, with 
reference to its Practical truths. 

1. Duty to God. b. In the Church. 

2. Duty to Man. c. In the Family. 
a. In the State. 3. Duty to Self. 

10. Study the Epistle as a whole, section by section, with 
reference to its Doctrinal truths. Take up each of the seven 
central doctrines in order, reading the Epistle very carefully 
each time and noting all passages which bear on the topics 
included under the doctrine. Write^out the results. 

I. The Doctrine of God. 

1. Being and Attributes ot God. 6. Angels. 

2. God as Triune. a. Good Angels. 

3. Predestination or the Will of God. b. Evil Angels. 

4. Creation. c. Satan. 

5. Providence. 
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II. The Doctrine of Man. 

7. Creation of Man. 11. Nature of Sin. 

8. Original Condition of Man. 12. Actual Sins. 

9. The Fall. 13- Free Will. 

10. Original Sin. 

III. The Doctrine of the Person of Christ. 

14. The Human Nature of Christ. 17. The Humiliation of Christ. 

15. The Divine Nature of Christ. 18. The Exaltation of Christ. 

16. Christ as the God-Man. 

IV. The Doctrine of the Work of Christ. 

19. His Prophetic office. 25. The Ascension into Heaven. 

20. His Sacerdotal office. 26. The Setting at the Right Hand of 

21. Atonement. the Father. 

22. His Regal office. 27. Intercession of Christ. 

23. The Descent into Hades. 28. The Kingdom of Christ. 

24. The Resurrection of Christ. 

V. The Doctrine of the Work of the Holy Spirit. 

29. The grace of the Holy Spirit. 35. Faith. 

30. The Calling. 36. Justification. 

31. The Illumination. 37. Mystical Union and Adoption. 

32. Regeneration. 38. Sanctification and Holiness. 

33. Conversion. 39. Good Works. 

34. Repentance. 

VI. The Doctrine of the Church. 

40. Nature and Attributes of the 34. The Word of God. Law and 

Church. Gospel. 

41. The Holy Scriptures. Inspira- 44. Baptism. 

tion. 45. The Lord's Supper. 

42. Means of Grace. 46. The Ministry. 

VII. The Doctrine of the Last Things. 

47. Death. 51. The Final Judgment. 

48. Life after Death. 52. The End of the World. 

49. The Second Coming of Christ. 53. Eternal Life. 

50. The General Resurrection. 54. Eternal Death. 

11. Write out carefully a summary of your studies of each 
Epistle, with Scripture references, in a suitable blank-book, 
and keep for future use. 

In my next letter I will give you some hints with reference 
to the study of the original, and will also refer you to the best 
Commentaries on these Epistles. 

R. F. Weidner. 

Augustana Theo. Seminary. 
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